
The voice of Muslim  
students since 1963



“True leadership is in 
bringing others to 

success”



“A few days ago, as I was walking down the Birmingham 
canal, I was contemplating on my  three years in FOSIS. I realised 
how fortunate and thankful I am to be part of such a remarkable  
organisation. I still wake up every morning excited to work with 
talented youth across the country.

Over the years in FOSIS I’ve travelled to pretty much every 
single point in the UK and Ireland  (literally) and I’ve easily 
spoken to and engaged with over 10,000 Muslim students 

(personally). I  can 100% say that if we ensure the development 
of these youth, we have great opportunity to  create a brighter 

future for the Muslim community.

In FOSIS we envision a world where Muslims can sit securely in 
the most important positions in  our planet’s society – Presidents, 

Prime Ministers, Directors of government departments, CEOs,  
Nobel Prize winners, Inventors, Entrepreneurs listed on the Rich 
List, Vice Chancellors, Professors,  Judges, Surgeons, Economists, 

Scholars, Headmasters, Scientists and much more. These  
individuals will belong to a loose but determined network of 

students inspired by faith to achieve  social justice. A network of 
some of the world’s most successful people, united by their faith 
in  Islam, who spent the most critical time of their lives together 
on the same platform. A platform  that took place in their youth 
when their values, aims and vision were laid down and were set 

out  to inspire the rest of their lives. This is what FOSIS - by the will 
of Allah – envisioned 52 years ago.

I have learned that in order for things to change you have to 
change. If we want to create a  positive impact in the world we 
must change ourselves and spread the positive values we have  

adopted. As Allah tells us in Surah Ra’d: Indeed, Allah will not 
change the condition of a people  until they change what is in 

themselves.

Every single day, I am privileged to work for this remarkable 
organisation with an exceptional  group of people that is Team 

FOSIS. As I walk away from this beautiful canal, we have much yet 
to  learn, much yet to do, and I could not be prouder of the work 

we are doing.”

Reflections from the late President Bashir Osman in his last 
blog post
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“ACQUIRE KNOWLEDGE WHEN YOU ARE STILL YOUNG, BEFORE 
YOU BECOME LEADERS.”

[UMAR IBN AL KHATTAB]

University and college is an exciting time in any young person’s life - it is a time of 
self-discovery, new friendships, new  experiences and new opportunities. Muslim 

students from colleges/sixthmove on to study in more than 115 universities, 
approximately making up a vibrant community of 120,000 students, 

strengthening the world of academia and scholarship.

“AND SAY: MY LORD, INCREASE ME IN KNOWLEDGE.”
[QUR’AN, SURAH TA-HA 20:114]

Islam places great emphasis on the need for every Muslim to seek knowledge 
and improve themselves so  that they can contribute to the progress of 

humanity entirely. Muslim students are in every field of study,  from 
undergraduate to PhD study, travelling from all over the world to study here in 

the UK & Ireland.

“AND HOLD FAST TO THE ROPE OF ALLAH, AND BE NOT DIVIDED 
AMONG YOURSELVES”

[QUR’AN, SURAH AL BAQARAH 3:103]

The Federation of Student Islamic Societies (FOSIS) is an umbrella body, 
representing the voice of hundreds  of thousands of Muslim students across the 

UK & Ireland since 1963. Built upon the vision of developing  leaders and good role 
models for our communities, FOSIS is committed to supporting every Muslim 

student  in all spheres of life. We work directly at a grassroots level, leading 
student activism, campaigns, speaker  tours and providing opportunities for 

development.

WHO WE ARE
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THE ROLE OF THE ISLAMIC 
SOCIETY

The Islamic Society (ISoc) is a hub of Muslim student activity, bringing 
people together from  communities across the world, inspiring 
young people into leadership roles, serving local communities,  

fundraising thousands of pounds for charity and ensuring every 
single Muslim has a platform

of representation on campus. The ISoc plays a vital role in working 
with the Students’ Union and  university, or teachers at colleges, 

helping Muslim students contribute to wider campus life as well as 
ensuring the necessary  facilities such as a prayer room and Halal 

food on campus.

Many Muslim students are now ambassadors of their university, 
making up members of the Executive  Committee of their Students’ 
Unions. This is a reflection of the commitment Muslim students have 

in  improving the experience of all students during their time at 
university.

Islamic Societies work directly with FOSIS for services, 
support and representation  on a national level.

FOSIS in turn provides the tools to support the development of the 
ISoc, with welfare and spiritual  support being key frameworks in 

affording opportunity for Muslim students to learn from one another  
at the FOSIS Annual Conference.
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“HOLD FAST TO THE ROPE OF ALLAH, ALL OF 
YOU TOGETHER, AND DO  NOT BE DISUNITED”

(QUR’AN, SURAH AL-IMRAN: 103)

FOSIS is the leading organisation for representing the 
views of Muslim students across the UK & Ireland. The 

Federation is committed to supporting all Muslim  
students at university and college / sixth form, as well as 

political engagement and  news media. FOSIS works 
with bodies such as the National Union of Students 

(NUS)  who seek to empower all students and share the 
desire for championing student  rights everywhere.

FOSIS also plays a key role in external engagement and 
working with Muslim student  organisations at an 

international level, such as the Federation of European 
Muslim  Student Youth Organisations (FEMYSO), helping 
FOSIS grow and develop to ensure  the best services for 

our membership.

FOSIS is  run by 160 volunteers across the UK & Ireland, 
otherwise  known as Team FOSIS. This is a team of 

passionate students and graduates driven towards the  
vision of creating positive change in the world, starting 

with supporting over 100 Islamic Societies across the 
country. Whether it is organising the delivery of large 

conferences or supporting the internal development of 
the organisation, it is  because of the enthusiasm, hard 
work and leadership of our volunteers that FOSIS has 

carried on the legacy of Muslim student activism.

FOSIS AIMS AND 
OBJECTIVES
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TESTIMONIALS

I remember going to my first FOSIS 
event (an annual conference) back 
when I was 17 in sixth form. Albeit feeling 
slightly overwhelmed due to my age and 
the sheer number of people, I felt 
comfortable and inspired... I knew that it 
wouldn't be my last time at a FOSIS 
event.

Six years later, I've seen FOSIS from two 
perspectives, as an attendee and as a 
team FOSIS member. The skills gained 
during my years in FOSIS have helped 
me both on a personal and professional 
level and I feel honoured to have been 
part of the organisation.

Karimah Mohammed, Graduate from the 
University of Manchester
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Getting involved with FOSIS is like having an extended ISoc 
family! You’ll meet so many wonderful people from all over 
the country that are really passionate about the work that 
they do. I remember attending the Annual Conference in my 
first year and I was blown away by the enthusiasm and 
expertise of this organisation and its members. I would 
encourage everyone to join and support FOSIS because it is a 
great way to make a difference to the lives of Muslim 
students whilst also gaining transferable skills and bettering 
oneself as a Muslim. 

Opeyemi Mobolaji, 3rd year student, University of Leicester

I never quite understood what I was missing until I joined 
FOSIS. Being surrounded by individuals who were actively 
striving to live for a purpose beyond themselves served as an 
inspiration to me, and there is no doubt  the organisation 
has played a pivotal role in the enhancement of my 
development. From friends to food, lecture to workshops, 
and sleeping in the masaajid to sometimes barely sleeping 
at all every experience has been so enriching and 
memorable.

Feroza Seth, Graduate from University of Manchester 

I can see first hand how much of a difference this institution 
makes to the Tarbiyyah of Muslim students across the UK. I 
would highly recommend getting involved; it gives you the 
opportunity to contribute back to the muslim community in 
a professional setting, enabling you to expand your skill set 
and allowing you to spend your youth wisely for the sake of 
Allah (swt). I am looking forward to the years ahead at FOSIS 
insha’Allah!

Hafsah Ahmed, 3rd Year Student, St. George’s University of 
London

“

Through FOSIS I've been able to serve the Muslim 
student community alongside like minded individuals, 
and develop the knowledge and skills I had gained at 
university. This has been a chance to work for real, lasting 
change, and an investment into building the Muslim 
leaders we need!

Sadia Kamali, Graduate from King’s College London

“

“

“
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The Federation embodies a comprehensive structure 
which first seeks to directly empower and strengthen  

Islamic Societies across the nation, which will in turn 
support the development of Muslim students on campus.

These are some of the services we provide to our 
affiliated ISocs:

HOW WE WORK
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Last year, 20,000 packs 
were distributed for 
Freshers’ Fairs across the 
UK & Ireland. These 
contained a range of 
materials, from 
motivational booklets on 
surviving university and 
college, to handy wall 
planners! This year, 
although they may be 
virtual, they are just as 
useful!

Fresher Packs ISoc Development 
Courses

These training workshops 
are a flagship project 
carried out across the year 
to  promote 
self-development and 
ensure  the ISoc 
understands the 
importance of  its role on 
campus.

Speaker Tours

The Federation offers 
countless  
opportunities for 
Muslim students to  
learn from the best 
academics and  
scholars across the 
world, helping with  
spiritual growth, 
raising awareness of  
current affairs and 
facilitating healthy  
discussion and debate.
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Student Affairs 
Support &  
Representation

National Involvement Annual Conference

FOSIS understands the 
need  for Muslims to be 
engaged with  
mainstream politics and 
good citizenship at all 
levels. With this in mind, 
we provide support for 
ISoc  collaboration with 
their respective  
Students’ Union and 
university and college..

FOSIS works on a national level 
with  the NUS and other 
student groups to  ensure that 
Muslims are represented  fairly 
in press and wider media as 
well  as Government policy.

The Federation hold two 
Annual Conferences: 
one in Winter, the other 
in Summer. These 
conferences bring 
together Muslim 
students from across 
the UK & Ireland, 
celebrating the hard  
work of Islamic 
Societies, providing an 
opportunity for 
networking and  
improving the 
organisation through 
our  Council sessions.

“THE BELIEVERS ARE LIKE A 
STRUCTURE, EACH SUPPORTING 

THE OTHER.”
[BUKHARI]

We provide a whole host of services beyond those 
stated above. We also have opportunities to  

support Muslim students in gaining 
experience in various fields and 

volunteering.



National Executive Committee (NEC)

Led by the President, the head and spokesperson for the  Federation, the role of the NEC is 
to develop and oversee our  strategic direction. Regional Chairs are normally elected at 
their  respective Annual General Meetings (AGM) and are ratified at the FOSIS Annual 
Council Meeting (ACM), which usually takes place in  June each year at the FOSIS Annual 
Conference - more commonly  known as ‘FAC’.

Regional Committees

There are seven Regional Committees: Scotland, North, Midlands,  London, South, Wales 
and Ireland. These regions form the beating heart of the organisation, ensuring the work 
that we do is effective and meaningful. ISocs will fall within each regional constituency  
and thus allows the region to offer direct services and support throughout the year to 
members.

Student Affairs Committee (SAC)

As the sphere of student activism in FOSIS, SAC leads and employs  political engagement 
for Muslim students at a grassroots and  national level. This includes empowering Muslim 
students towards  a culture of political participation and grassroots work with the  bodies 
that represent them, as well as the Government. Headed  by the VP Student Affairs, the 
committee consists of national and  regional reps that are passionate in ensuring that the 
voice of  Muslim students is heard.
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FOSIS STRUCTURE

Student Engagement

Allah (subhanahu wata’ala) has commanded Muslims to stand  out for justice even if it 
be against our own selves. The role of Student Engagement is to identify relevant  
campaigns that raise awareness about issues that students face and to coordinate 
them nationally. In addition during COVID-19, Student Engagement ran prominent 
campaigns to benefit students across the country. 

Higher Education (HE)

The role of HE is to provide  support, and strengthen and empower our Islamic Societies 
by  coordinating the seven Regional Committees. It is led by the VP  HE and a core team, 
directly working on a grassroots level. HE serves as a bridge between Muslim students, 
Islamic Societies  and FOSIS.



12

Media Committee

Consisting of regional and national reps, this committee is at the  heart of FOSIS’ 
response to all major issues that affect Muslim  students and Islamic Societies. Their 
role is to support the Head  of Media by coordinating press releases, articles and 
developing  strong relationships with various Muslim and non-Muslim media  outlets, 
as well as arranging a number of Team FOSIS members  and Muslim students to 
partake in media interviews and  appearances, including newspapers, radio and TV.

Further Education (FE) - Colleges / Sixth Form

Team FE is responsible for conducting an extensive research project into the FE sphere 
to ensure we have the right tools to protect, preserve and advocate for the rights of FE 
Muslim students. The team are working very hard on engaging key stakeholders within 
the FE sphere to ensure the voices of FE Muslim students are heard.

Events + Conference

This team is responsible for organizing the flagship conferences that FOSIS holds every 
single year. The conferences bring together Muslim students and Islamic societies from 
all 7 of FOSIS' regions under one roof, for one weekend to enjoy a weekend of learning, 
networking and spirituality!

Development

The Development Team works on comprehensive, topical and holistic training 
sessions to help incoming ISOC committees run their societies to the best of their 
ability.

Income Generation

This amazing team allows FOSIS to host events the way it does to such a high calibre! 
Their sponsorship finding is key to FOSIS' ability to support you, the ISOC's across the UK 
and Ireland.  

FOSIS STRUCTURE



NATIONAL EVENTS AND 
CAMPAIGNS

1
3

Besides the annual conference, FOSIS organises 
many other regular conferences in the calendar 
including some organised in collaboration with 
the NUS. The Palestine Conference is another 
annual event - bringing speakers such as Norman 
Finkelstein, Wadah Khanfar, and Sarah Colborne 
to provide an engaging discourse on a topic that 
is of concern to many students. In addition, FOSIS 
places an emphasis on recreational and social 
events, such as its ISoc Awards and The FOSIS 
Midlands Premier League.

National Conferences

Every summer, hundreds of students 
gather together for the largest Muslim 
student convention in Europe: the FOSIS 
Annual Conference (FAC). Held in 
different cities across the UK each year, 
each conference boasts inspiring 
lectures and workshops delivered by 
international speakers and activists, as 
well as sports and entertainment. The 
chance to meet renowned scholars as 
well as network with fellow Muslim 
students makes this an unmissable 
event in the Muslim student calendar.
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Qur’an Campaign

The Qur’an Campaign has been running 
for the last three years,  and it aims to 
help students connect with the central 
book of our  beautiful religion. The 
flagship project is the Qur’an Camp, 
where  in the last three years, students 
have had the opportunity to learn  from 
world-class reciters and teachers of the 
Divine Scripture.

Believe and Do Good

Launched in 2015, Believe and Do Good is 
one of FOSIS’ most exciting campaigns 
designed to encourage Islamic  Societies 
to showcase Islam to their local 
communities, through  carrying out 
positive activities inspired by the Quran 
and Sunnah.  In its inaugural year the 
campaign saw a massive 42 ISocs take  
part, with many of them picking up 
prestigious Awards from their  
Universities and Student Unions for their 
outstanding contribution to University 
life and the local community.
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WANT TO GET 
INVOLVED?

“YOU WILL NOT BE A BELIEVER UNTIL 
YOU LOVE FOR  YOUR BROTHER 

WHAT YOU LOVE FOR YOURSELF”  
[BUKHARI]

For volunteer opportunities, visit 
www.fosis.org.uk/join-the-team/
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At FOSIS, we strive hard to ensure all our 
projects and services are done to the 

highest of standards.

Your support is vital to enable us to grow 
and continue serving you.

By giving just £1 a week, you can 
help us secure our future and allow 
us to continuing  supporting over 

120,000 Muslim students in the UK 
and Ireland.

That’s just £4 a month!
Please visit www.fosis.org.uk to 

complete your donation.

Thank you for investing in your future and 
ours.

http://www.fosis.org.uk/


38 Mapesbury Road, London, NW2 4JD | info@fosis.org.uk | www.fosis.org.uk

The voice of Muslim students since 1963

Connect with us! 

Make sure to keep up with FOSIS 
work by following us on social 

media, or checking out our website 
www.fosis.org.uk

And if you have any questions, feel 
free to email us or message us on 

any social media platform.

May Allah reward you! 

                     @fosischannel

mailto:info@fosis.org.uk
http://www.fosis.org.uk/
http://www.fosis.org.uk

